




WELCOME

Welcome to the 2025 White & Case International Rounds of the 
Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition.

White & Case has proudly sponsored the International Rounds since 2010. As 
a former Jessup participant myself, it fills me with hope and optimism to see 
the enduring power of the Competition to bring together the next generation 
of lawyers dedicated to the peaceful resolution of disputes.

The Jessup is far more than a competition—it is a thriving global community—
and it is made stronger by your participation. The connections you make this 
week will benefit you throughout your career and enrich you personally, and 
I’m certain they will help us forge a better, more peaceful future.

Congratulations on reaching the final rounds of the Competition. Although 
the White & Case Jessup Cup will go to just one team, you should all be very 
proud of your achievements and the skills you’ve developed along the way.

Good luck to all of you.

Heather K. McDevitt 
Chair, White & Case LLP



A career at White & Case is a move 
into the fastest-growing sectors of 
international business. Where others 
hesitate, we accelerate. Come be a 
part of it. whitecase.com/careers
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Saturday, 29 March
* All events will take place at the Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill unless otherwise indicated.

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Team Registration
(Columbia Foyer, Ballroom Level)

All Teams must check in at the ILSA Registration Desk during this period.

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Exhibition Fair
(Regency Foyer, Ballroom Level)

The Exhibition Fair will feature a number of exhibition tables 
providing information about different opportunities in the field of 
international law, including LL.M. programs, study abroad programs, 
international law membership organizations, law firms, and more.

2:00 p.m. Opening Ceremony & Orientation
(Regency Ballroom)

Team schedules and opponent Memorials will be distributed 
electronically after the conclusion of the Opening Ceremony.

5:00 p.m. Bailiffs Orientation
(Congressional B, Lobby Level)

This event is for competition bailiffs only. ILSA administration will 
provide training and orientation to competition bailiffs to enable 
them to complete their duties during the week.

7:00 p.m. Judge Orientation and Reception
(Capitol AB, Lobby Level)

This event is for judges only. Judges are invited to a reception and 
orientation to meet one another in advance of the Preliminary Rounds.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
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Sunday, 30 March

Preliminary Rounds—Day One
Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of their 
scheduled matches.

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Preliminary Round 1

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Preliminary Round 2

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Preliminary Round 3

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Preliminary Round 4

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Preliminary Round 5

Monday, 31 March

Preliminary Rounds—Day Two
Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of their 
scheduled matches.

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Preliminary Round 6

11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Learning Lexis+ AI for Litigation Needs
(Columbia B, Ballroom Level)

Get complex legal questions answered and complex legal 
documents created at the touch of a finger!

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Preliminary Round 7

1:00 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. Learning Lexis+ AI for Litigation Needs
(Columbia B, Ballroom Level)

Get complex legal questions answered and complex legal 
documents created at the touch of a finger!

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Preliminary Round 8

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Preliminary Round 9

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Preliminary Round 10

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
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Tuesday, 1 April

Preliminary Rounds—Day Three
Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of their 
scheduled matches.

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Preliminary Round 11

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Preliminary Round 12

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Preliminary Round 13

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Preliminary Round 14

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Preliminary Round 15

Wednesday, 2 April

Preliminary Rounds—Day Four
Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of their 
scheduled matches.

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Preliminary Round 16

11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Learning Lexis+ AI for Litigation Needs
(Columbia Foyer, Ballroom Level)

Get complex legal questions answered and complex legal 
documents created at the touch of a finger!

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Preliminary Round 17

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Preliminary Round 18

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Preliminary Round 19

7:00 p.m. Announcement Party
(Lisner Auditorium, 730 21st Street NW, Washington, DC 20037)

All participants are invited to find out which Teams will advance past 
the Preliminary Rounds. For Jessup Teams, Team advisors, judges, 
volunteers, ILSA Members, and all others. Casual attire.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS CONTINUED
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Thursday, 3 April

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Round of 48 Run-Off Round
Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of their 
scheduled matches. All are invited to attend the Round of 48 Run-Off 
Rounds, but space may be limited.

11:30 a.m. Pleading Option for Round of 32 Teams
(Congressional CD)

Advancing Teams should attend to exercise the Pleading Option and 
receive their opponents’ Memorials.

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Round of 32
(first tranche)

Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of their 
scheduled matches. All are invited to attend the Round of 32, but 
space may be limited.

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Round of 32
(second tranche)

Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of their 
scheduled matches. All are invited to attend the Round of 32, but 
space may be limited.

8:00 p.m. King & Spalding Reception, Announcement of Memorial Awards 
and Octo-Finalists
(Regency Ballroom, Ballroom Level)

Join us for a reception where Memorial Awards as well as the Teams 
advancing to the Octo-Finals of the White & Case International 
Rounds will be announced, followed by a ceremonial coin toss and 
exchange of Memorials. For Jessup Teams, Team advisors, judges, 
volunteers, ILSA Members, and all others.
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Friday, 4 April

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Octo-Final Rounds
Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of their 
scheduled matches. All are invited to attend the Octo-Final Rounds, 
but space may be limited.

11:30 a.m. Pleading Option for Quarter-Final Teams
(Congressional CD)

Advancing Teams should attend to exercise the Pleading Option and 
receive their opponents’ Memorials.

12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Quarter-Final Rounds
Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of 
their scheduled matches. All are invited to attend the Quarter-Final 
Rounds, but space may be limited.

2:00 p.m. Pleading Option for Semi-Final Teams
(Congressional CD)

Advancing Teams should attend to exercise the Pleading Option and 
receive their opponents’ Memorials

3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Semi-Final Rounds
Teams should arrive no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of their 
scheduled matches. All are invited to attend the Semi-Final Rounds, 
but space may be limited.

6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. White & Case Jessup Competitors Reception
(Capitol AB)

Join us for a reception immediately following the Semi-Final Rounds 
where the two Teams advancing to the World Championship of the 
White & Case International Rounds will be announced, followed by a 
ceremonial coin toss and exchange of Memorials. For Jessup Teams, 
Team advisors, judges, volunteers, ILSA Members, and all others.

9:00 p.m. Go National Ball
(Regency Ballroom, Ballroom Level)

All are invited to attend and encouraged to come dressed in 
traditional national costume or other creative attire. White & Case will 
have a photo booth in the ballroom for pictures throughout the event.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS CONTINUED
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Saturday, 5 April

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Discussion with the Jessup 2025 Problem Authors, sponsored by 
the Indiana University Maurer School of Law
(Regency B/C/D, Ballroom Level)

The Authors of the Jessup 2025 Problem will preside over an open 
panel discussion for Teams to ask questions about the inspiration for 
and legal issues in the 2025 Problem. Coffee, tea, and light brunch 
fare will be provided.

2:00 p.m. White & Case Jessup World Championship Round
(Regency Ballroom, Ballroom Level)

All are invited as the top-two Teams in the world deliver their oral 
arguments before an esteemed panel of judges.

8:00 p.m. Final Gala and Announcement of Awards
(Regency Ballroom)

A night of music and dancing along with the presentation of 
Competition Awards. All are invited to attend. Semi-formal dress.
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THE HONORABLE PHILIP C. JESSUP

Born in 1897 in New York, Judge Jessup received his bachelor’s degree from Hamilton College 
and his LL.B. from Yale University. He earned a master’s degree and Ph.D. from Columbia 
University and an LL.D. from Hamilton.

Judge Jessup had a long and distinguished academic, judicial, and diplomatic career. 
From 1961 to 1970, he was a member of the International Court of Justice.

He practiced law and taught at several American universities until 1961. Judge Jessup was 
an assistant to Elihu Root during the 1929 Conference of Jurists on the Permanent Court of 
International Justice. He attended both the Bretton Woods and San Francisco Conferences 
and played a key role in the formation of the UN International Law Commission (ILC).

Jessup served as United States ambassador to the United Nations from 1948 to 1953. He was 
President of The American Society of International Law from 1954 to 1955, and a member of the 
Curatorium of the Hague Academy of International Law from 1957 to 1968.

Judge Jessup’s publications include The United States and the World Court (1929); International 
Security (1935); Elihu Root (1938); International Problems of Governing Mankind (1947); A Modern 
Law of Nations (1948); and Transnational Law (1956).

In 1964, Judge Jessup was awarded the American Society of International Law’s Manley O. 
Hudson Medal for preeminent scholarship and achievement in international law, and for the 
promotion of the establishment and maintenance of international relations on the basis of law 
and justice. Judge Jessup continued to lecture and teach until his death in 1986.

THE JESSUP COMPETITION

The Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition was the brainchild of Professor 
Richard R. Baxter at Harvard Law School, who worked with Professor Stephen M. Schwebel 
(later President of the International Court of Justice) to create a courtroom simulation 
experience grounded in international law.

Former Jessup participants now work at foreign, finance, and justice ministries in increasing 
numbers. They can also be found in the world’s finest law firms, corporations, universities, 
parliaments, and international organizations. Jessup participants continue to contribute their 
efforts to the development of international legal education, as well as international law itself.

More than a competition, the Jessup is a community of legal professionals, young and old, who 
build bonds and share an invaluable cultural and academic exchange. Now in its 66th year, the 
Jessup has a rich history and a longstanding commitment to promote the importance of the rule 
of law in the peaceful resolution of disputes.
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WHERE VALUE MEETS A 
CENTURY OF EXCELLENCE. 

Maximize your legal education while minimizing costs with our 
competitive tuition rates and generous scholarship opportunities. 
You’ll enjoy a lower cost of living in Bloomington—a charming 
and safe Midwestern city—giving you the financial freedom to 
focus on your studies. At the Indiana University Maurer School of 
Law, you’ll be part of a welcoming community that’s dedicated to 
your success—both academically and personally. Chat with our 
admissions team today, and discover what we can offer you.

WhatsApp Email

www.law.indiana.edu
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THE INTERNATIONAL LAW STUDENTS ASSOCIATION (ILSA)

The idea of an organization to serve 
the needs of students interested in 
international law first arose shortly 
after the first Jessup Competition.

In 1962, students from a number of 
campuses founded the Association 
of Student International Law Societies 
(ASILS). The Association evolved over 
the years and, in 1987, reconstituted 
itself as the International Law Students 
Association (ILSA). In response to its 
rapid expansion and development, 
ILSA incorporated in May 1994.

ILSA’s mission is to promote awareness, 
study, and understanding of international 
law; to encourage communication and 
cooperation among law students and 
lawyers internationally; to promote 
social responsibility in the field of law; 
to increase opportunities to learn 
about other cultures and legal systems 
worldwide; and to publicize career 
opportunities in international law.

ILSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Steven Schneebaum, Chair
Dagmar Butte, Treasurer 
Michael Peil (ex officio) 
Laurene Atieno (Student Director)
Teddy Baldwin
William Burke-White
Michael Cooper
Wade Coriell
Andrew Holmes
Stanislau Lashkevich (Student Director)
Justice Florence Mumba
Jessica Peake 
Tarazi Mohammed Sheikh (Student Director)
Aditya Singh
Eleanor Wong
Rumiana Yotova

ILSA EXECUTIVE STAFF

Michael Peil, Executive Director 
Christopher Bonnez, Deputy 
Executive Director
Roxanna Nazari, Deputy Executive Director
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Schedule
an advising 
appointment

Learn More 

EXPAND YOUR CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
AT STETSON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW

• Choose from two distinct tracks based on 
  your career goals.

• All students are automatically considered for 
  scholarships upon admission.

• Complete full-time in one year or part-time 
  in up to three years.

Fall 2025 Application Deadline:
June 1, 2025

Fall 2026 Application Opens:
November 1, 2025

EARN YOUR LL.M. 
IN INTERNATIONAL LAW

ON FLORIDA’S GULF COAST
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The All Rise Society was founded in 2018, in recognition of 60 years of the Jessup, 
and is an exclusive giving society for the most distinguished members of the Jessup 
Competition community.

We would like to extend our gratitude to members of the All Rise Society for their generous 
support of the Jessup Competition. Their support will ensure our continued ability to provide law 
students around the globe with the chance to connect with some of the world’s greatest legal 
minds, prepare them to enter the most competitive ranks of the legal profession, and nurture 
their commitment to the peaceful resolution of conflict through the rule of law. Information on 
joining the All Rise Society is available through ILSA.org or by email at jessup@ilsa.org.

Fatemah Albader
Pablo Arredondo
Del Atwood
Teddy Baldwin
Lesley Benn
Bonnie Bird & Michael Collins
Joseph Brand
Jeff Brooks
William W. Burke-White
Dagmar Butte
Claudia Caceres
Dave Cahn
Heather Colby
Wade Coriell
Paul Cortes Ruiz
Chris Coyle
Nilo Divina
Christine Drage
Elisabeth Eljuri
Jenny Englander
Joel Fun

Jonathan Clark Green
Peter Griffin
Monika Hlavkova
Andrew Holmes
Jason E. Johns
William Kent
Alexander Kamsany Lee
Nan (Roy) Ling
Nicholas Liu
Mark Luz
Scott Magee
Megan Mattimoe
Mitch Meisner
Nicholas Mull
Roxanna Nazari
Breanna Needham
Dwight Newman
Kirsten Odynski
Julie Sugano O’Reilly
Daniel Pakpahan
Anaiah Palmer

Jessica Peake
Kelsey Peddie
Michael Peil
Albina Petrosyan
Lucy Reed
Srikant Reganti
Natalie Reid
Jeff Robins
Vasco de Jesus Rodrigues
Nivedita S
Michael Scharf
Steven M. Schneebaum
Chen Siyuan
Joel Sherard
Matthew Small
Quang Trinh
Sir Michael Wood
Aaron Yoong
Shane Young

ALL RISE SOCIETY
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ILSA would like to thank the law firm sponsors of the International Rounds:

ILSA would also like to thank the following institutions for their sponsorship and support:

Brooklyn Law School

Brussels School of Governance

Georgetown University Law Center

Harvard Law School

Indiana University Maurer School of Law

Jigme Singye Wangchuck School of Law

Jus Mundi

Lewis & Clark Law School

LexisNexis

Oxford University Press

Stetson University College of Law

The Fletcher School at Tufts University

University of Groningen

University of Hawaii at Manoa William S. Richardson School of Law

William S. Hein & Co.

2025 JESSUP SPONSORS
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ILSA AND JESSUP AWARDS

M. Cherif Bassiouni Award

Known until 2025 as the Hardy C. Dillard Award, this Award is named in honor of the late Prof. 
M. Cherif Bassiouni, a pioneer and leading figure in international criminal law. In addition to his 
teaching and scholarship, Prof. Bassiouni served as a coach and judge in the Jessup Competition, 
including as a judge in the World Championship Round in 2004 and 2014. Prof. Bassouni was also 
a trusted and valued advisor to the ILSA Executive Office for three decades. 

The Award is presented to Teams for excellence in Memorial writing by comparing top Memorials 
across participating jurisdictions. Memorials of the Teams scoring the highest at each Qualifying 
Round are considered for the Award, which is presented to the top-five scoring Teams.

Richard R. Baxter Award

This Award is named in honor of the late Richard R. Baxter, who served as Judge of the 
International Court of Justice and was an eminent and pioneering scholar of international law.

The Award is presented to Teams for excellence in Memorial writing by comparing individual 
Applicant and Respondent Memorials. The Applicant and Respondent Memorials of Teams that 
receive the Alona E. Evans Award and/or the M. Cherif Bassiouni Award are considered for the 
Richard R. Baxter Award. One Award will be given to the Best Overall Applicant Memorial and 
one Award will be given to the Best Overall Respondent Memorial.

Alona E. Evans Award

This Award is named in honor of the late Prof. Alona E.  Evans, the first woman to be elected 
President of the American Society of International Law, and a faithful supporter of the 
Jessup Competition. 

The Award is presented to Teams for excellence in Memorial writing at the White & Case 
International Rounds. Awards will be presented to the top-twenty scoring Teams based on total 
Memorial scores.

Ved P. Nanda Award

Introduced in 2025, this Award is named in honor of Prof. Ved Prakash Nanda, a leading scholar, 
teacher, and advocate in international law and international human rights law. Prof. Nanda was 
a multi-term member of the ILSA Board of Directors and a long-time Jessup coach, regional 
administrator, and judge. He served as author of the 1986 Jessup Compromis and as a judge in 
the 1994 World Championship Round. 

The Award is presented to individual oralists for excellence in the Preliminary Rounds of the 
White & Case International Rounds. Awards will be presented to the top-twenty qualifying oralists.
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Stephen M. Schwebel Award

This Award is named in honor of Stephen M. Schwebel, a jurist and expert on international 
law who served as a Judge of the International Court of Justice from 1981 to 2000 and as the 
Court’s President from 1997 to 2000. In 1959, as a young Assistant Professor of Law at Harvard 
University, Judge Schwebel established an international law moot court competition, which we 
recognize today as the Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition. 

The Award is presented to the best oralist of the White & Case World Championship Round.

Dr. Zhu Wenqi Award

Known until 2025 as the Steven M. Schneebaum Award, this Award is named in honor of 
Dr. Zhu Wenqi, who founded the Chinese National Rounds in 2001 and served as its National 
Administrator for more than 23 years. Under Dr. Zhu’s leadership, the Chinese National Rounds 
grew to become the largest single National Rounds in the world. 

The Award is presented to a National Administrator for outstanding service and dedication to the 
Jessup Competition.

Pamela M. Young Award

Created in 1993 in honor of Pamela M. Young, Assistant Jessup Administrator from 1974 to 1994, 
this Award recognizes outstanding volunteer service to the Jessup Competition.

King & Spalding Spirit of the Jessup Award

The King & Spalding Spirit of the Jessup Award recognizes the Team that best exemplifies 
the Jessup spirit of camaraderie, academic excellence, competitiveness, and appreciation of 
fellow competitors. This Award is sponsored by King & Spalding and voted upon by the Jessup 
participants themselves, and is intended to establish the standard to which all participants 
should strive to govern their performance and professional demeanor.

International Law Institute Award

This Award is given by the International Law Institute (ILI) to the top-ranked oralist from the non-native 
English-speaking Team with the Best Memorials in the White & Case International Rounds. The 
recipient receives a full tuition scholarship for ILI’s course, “Orientation in the US Legal System.”
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2025 JESSUP PROBLEM

1. In the late 17th century, the entirety of the Paine Peninsula was colonized by the Kingdom of 
Fretzi, a major maritime power located several thousand miles away, and was divided into seven 
administrative units. The first of these gained independence in 1920, and by 1946 all seven had 
become independent states with constitutions providing for democratic political systems.

2. The Union of Ambrosia is the northernmost of the seven states on the Paine Peninsula, with 
a land area of approximately 180,000 square kilometers and a population estimated at four 
million. Its coastline facing the Naegea Sea extends for 910 kilometers, including its capital 
city, Arnhill. Only a few locations in Ambrosia are more than 10 meters above sea level.

3. The Republic of Rovinia, the southernmost of the seven states, has a land area of 
approximately 900,000 square kilometers and a population of some 10 million. Its Naegea 
Sea coastline is 455 kilometers long. Rovinia is home to the highest mountains in the 
Peninsula, and most of its territory is several hundred meters above sea level. Permola, its 
capital, is in the southern part of the country.

4. The Naegea Sea is rich in various tuna species, including bluefin, albacore, and yellowfin. 
The yellowfin is typically found beyond 200 nautical miles off the coast. Ambrosia’s fishing 
industry accounts for approximately 20% of its GDP, which the World Bank last estimated at 
USD 120 billion. Rovinia’s fishing sector, primarily focused on the export of yellowfin tuna, 
comprises nearly 40% of its USD 240 billion GDP. The economies of the other five Paine 
states are similarly reliant on fishing.

5. By 1980, each of the seven states had adopted legislation proclaiming its exclusive right to 
fish in its exclusive economic zone (EEZ), up to 200 nautical miles from its “baselines.” The 
domestic law of each state defined the baselines as ambulatory, meaning that they would 
always reflect the low-water line along the coast at any given time. Since the late 1990s, all 
seven have been parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

6. The Naegea Sea has historically been a hotspot for arms smuggling, drug trafficking, and 
associated crimes. Since the late 20th century, these activities have posed significant 
challenges to all states of the Paine Peninsula. Approximately 19% of arrests in the region 
between 1995 and 2012 were linked to trafficking of weapons or drugs.

7. President Prosper Derey was elected in February 2012 to a seven-year term as 
Ambrosia’s head of state and government. He made law-and-order issues the center of 
his election campaign, pledging to address the dramatic increase in the flow of illegal 
drugs and weapons into Ambrosia. His campaign also proposed institutionalizing regional 
collaboration to strengthen cross-border law enforcement.

8. In 2013, he ordered Gertrude Cross, an Ambrosian national and head of the Ministry of the 
Interior, which oversees the National Police, to take “all necessary and lawful measures 

STATEMENT OF AGREED FACTS

CASE CONCERNING THE NAEGEA SEA 
(Union of Ambrosia v. Republic of Rovinia)
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to apprehend persons engaged in illicit drug production, distribution, and use.” To fulfill 
this mandate, Minister Cross launched the “Implementing the Law for a Safer Ambrosia” 
(ILSA) program. Statistics reported by the Ministry over the following years showed a 
marked increase in arrests, confessions, and convictions for drug-related offenses and a 
corresponding decrease in public concern.

9. In 2014, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) issued its “Special Report 
on Global Warming and Sea-Level Rise.” Among other things, it described the actual and 
projected effects of climate change on the Paine Peninsula. The Report concluded that 
the Peninsula’s coastline had receded an average of 1.5 meters annually since the 1980s, 
and that the recession was accelerating. It also observed that, because of differences in 
topography, the effects of sea-level rise in the Peninsula would be disparate, with Ambrosia 
most affected, and Rovinia least affected, among the seven states.

10. That same year, President Derey proposed that the Peninsula states create a regional body to 
tackle the increase in drug trafficking and transnational organized crime. His proposal was met 
with enthusiasm, but some states suggested that the organization also address other topics of 
mutual interest, such as the sustainable use of the resources of the Naegea Sea and adaptation 
to and mitigation of climate change. After several rounds of negotiations, they agreed on the 
following purposes for what became the “Organization for Cooperation and Development in the 
Paine” (OCDP), which were later incorporated into Article 1 of the OCDP Charter:

(a) to protect the rule of law and our democratic institutions;

(b) to enhance collaboration in law enforcement;

(c) to promote coordination in managing natural resources and ensuring their equitable 
and sustainable use;

(d) to respect the maritime rights of all Member States; and

(e) to protect the inhabitants of the Peninsula from risks arising from natural catastrophes.

11. During the negotiations, there was extensive discussion over whether the Charter should 
incorporate a compromissory clause referring disputes between Member States to the 
International Court of Justice. The Ambrosian delegate proposed to exclude disputes 
relating to the domestic prosecution of persons accused of illegal fishing, drug trafficking, 
or smuggling. Other delegations suggested that it would not be efficient to refer disputes 
currently under negotiation to the Court when they might well be settled between the 
affected states directly. It was finally agreed that the compromissory clause would come into 
force after the Charter itself, to give Member States time to resolve any pending matters.

12. On 15 May 2015, the seven heads of state signed the OCDP Charter, which was duly ratified 
by all the Member States and entered into force for all on 17 March 2016. Article XXI reads:

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), the Member States recognize, in relation 
to any other Member State, the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice 
as compulsory ipso facto, without the necessity of any special agreement, in all 
disputes of a juridical nature that may arise among them.
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2025 JESSUP PROBLEM CONTINUED

(b)   The Member States do not recognize the jurisdiction of the Court in 
connection with disputes: (i) arising out of facts or situations occurring prior 
to the entry into force of this Article; or (ii)  relating to judicial proceedings 
on matters which, in accordance with international law, are essentially 
within a Member State’s domestic jurisdiction.

(c) This Article shall become effective five years after the entry into force of the 
present Charter.

13. In November 2015, President Derey announced a new legislative measure to “respond 
to the existential threat arising from sea-level rise at the national and international level.” 
The aim of the proposal, as he explained, was “to protect Ambrosia’s sovereign rights in 
the Naegea Sea” and “to ensure that global warming does not deprive us of our national 
heritage and our economic lifeline.” On 23 November, in accordance with the Constitution, 
the National Assembly of Ambrosia approved, and the President promulgated, the Baseline 
Freezing Law of 2015 (the “Freezing Law”), which provided:

[T]o preserve the nation’s maritime boundaries in the face of global warming that 
is wreaking havoc on our planet, and notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the baselines from which the breadth of Ambrosia’s territorial sea and exclusive 
economic zone are measured shall be fixed at the low-water lines existing on 1 
November 2015, irrespective of any subsequent or future recession of the coastline.

14. Rovinia did not comment when Ambrosia adopted the Freezing Law. In March 2016, 
however, when the five other OCDP Member States began considering similar legislation, 
Rovinia reacted by sending notes verbales to each of them, contending that the proposed 
statutes, if enacted, “would violate the law of the sea and longstanding regional practice.”

15. At the request of Rovinia, the issue of freezing legislation was included in the agenda for 
the first session of the OCDP Assembly in May 2016. The Ambrosian delegate emphasized 
the “trailblazing role” his country played in enacting the “fixed baselines approach” for 
determining the limits of maritime zones, noting that all Member States of the OCDP except 
Rovinia had followed suit or were in the process of doing so. He said:

The states of the region share an unwavering commitment to using all tools at our 
disposal to address climate change. The freezing of baselines is a necessary response 
to this growing threat. Regional practice reflects the law as it now stands for our Paine 
Peninsula. International law, including the law of the sea, must allow states to address the 
fundamental change of circumstances that global warming presents to the entire planet.

16. Six states supported a resolution endorsing “the fixing of baselines to limit the effects of coastal 
erosion caused by climate change” as “consistent with existing international law, including 
UNCLOS.” Rovinia voted against the measure, preventing its passage according to the Charter.

17. Immediately after the OCDP meeting, Rovinia’s Ambassador in Arnhill delivered a note 
verbale to Ambrosia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which read in relevant part:

The “freezing laws” initiated by Ambrosia and then exported to the rest of the Paine 
Peninsula would allow states to assert unwarranted control over certain maritime 
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areas in the high seas, thereby infringing Rovinia’s right to engage in fishing and 
other commercial activities. Certain states in our region have long benefitted from 
extensive coastlines and correspondingly large exclusive economic zones. Now 
that times are changing, Ambrosia cannot retain its advantages by unilaterally 
rewriting the law of the sea. These so-called freezing laws are without effect, and 
Rovinia retains, as do all states, the right to grant licenses to fish in the high seas. 
No state is permitted to grab sole control over those universal resources.

Ambrosia did not respond.

18. By August 2016, all OCDP members except Rovinia had adopted legislation intended to 
ensure the stability of their respective maritime boundaries. In each instance, Rovinia’s 
ambassador delivered a diplomatic note to the host state’s foreign ministry protesting “this 
unwarranted and illegal measure.”

19. At a December 2016 meeting of the OCDP Assembly, Ambrosia and Caron, another 
Member State, proposed a resolution to “mark one year since the adoption of the region’s 
first freezing legislation.” The draft resolution noted in part that:

National laws concerning the measurement of baselines adopted by six Member 
States are consistent with and reflect our understanding of current international 
law, including UNCLOS. The practice enshrines a regional rule applicable to all 
states of the Paine Peninsula, which has also been adopted by states elsewhere in 
the world, especially those particularly impacted by sea-level rise.

20. Six states voted in favor, but Rovinia’s opposition again meant that the resolution was not 
adopted. Since 2016, Ambrosia has submitted a similar resolution at each annual meeting of 
the OCDP Assembly, and each time it has drawn six votes in favor and Rovinia’s vote against.

21. In 2018, oceanographers from the Ambrosian Institute of Science (AIS) published a peer-
reviewed article in the International Journal of Maritime Studies, showing that changes to 
water currents caused by global warming were altering the movements of fish in the Naegea 
Sea. They noted significant concentrations of tuna on the Triton Shoal, a steep, flat-topped, 
and fully immersed seamount whose summit rises 3,500 meters above the sea floor. When 
the AIS researchers began their work in 2013, the Shoal, parts of which were located within 
200 nautical miles of the Ambrosian coast, was of no commercial significance.

22. By 2018, Ambrosia’s coastlines had receded to such an extent that, if the baselines were 
established at the actual low-water line, all of the Triton Shoal would be outside its EEZ. On 
2 July 2018, Rovinia began granting fishing permits for yellowfin tuna covering the entire 
Shoal, which it considered to be entirely in the high seas. In response, Ambrosia sent a series 
of four notes verbales, each protesting the licenses, claiming that, pursuant to the Freezing 
Law, portions of the Triton Shoal were located within Ambrosia’s EEZ, and insisting that any 
licenses must exclude those areas. Rovinia did not reply to any of those communications.

23. Prosper Derey was elected to a second seven-year term in February 2019, alongside a new 
Vice-President, Mary Zavala, a retired diplomat with no previous involvement in domestic 
politics. President Derey assigned to her substantial responsibility for Ambrosia’s foreign 
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policy. With the President’s approval, and believing that a dedicated airplane was necessary 
to fulfill the role she envisioned for herself in the international arena, she commissioned the 
Air Force to repurpose a military aircraft as her official airplane, to be dubbed “The Falcon.” 
The project, completed by 1 November 2019, was estimated to have cost approximately 
USD 72 million. Between November 2019 and April 2022, Vice-President Zavala spent 
more than 350 days abroad, conducting diplomatic missions and attending conferences on 
issues ranging from nuclear disarmament to fauna protection.

24. On 25 April 2022, President Derey suffered a hemorrhagic stroke, resulting in a coma. His 
doctors decided that the optimal path to recovery was to transfer him immediately to a 
specialized facility in the Philippines. Under the Ambrosian Constitution, when the President 
is temporarily unable to perform his duties, the powers of the office devolve upon the 
Vice-President. Accordingly, on the day that President Derey was taken out of the country, 
Vice-President Zavala took the oath as Acting President. In her first address to the nation, 
she said that she would remain in office “until our President returns to good health or, if his 
condition does not improve, until the next election.”

25. In August 2022, Human Rights International (HRI), a prominent non-governmental 
organization based in Montreal, published the results of a study entitled “ILSA: Abuse under 
Cover of Law.” The report alleged that, between June 2017 and July 2020, under the ILSA 
program, the National Police had abducted from their homes more than 150 Ambrosian 
citizens suspected of drug trafficking. These individuals were said to have been held in an 
undisclosed location without formal charges, some for as long as a year before the last of 
them were released in December 2020.

26. The Office of Acting President Zavala denied any prior knowledge of the allegations, 
but announced that an investigation into the treatment of the alleged abductees would 
commence at once.

27. The Ambrosian Prosecutor General launched a criminal investigation on 7 September 2022. Six 
weeks later, he published an interim report disclosing that between June 2017 and December 
2020, many family members of the missing persons had inquired with the National Police and 
other agencies about the whereabouts of their loved ones and were assured that their concerns 
would be addressed. The report included interviews with the former detainees themselves, one 
of whom was quoted as saying, “I’m still having nightmares about the ordeal. Someone needs 
to pay for this.” In November 2022, Gertrude Cross resigned as Interior Minister and moved 
with her family to Rovinia, where her husband’s parents had a homestead, and where she was 
admitted on a long-term visitor visa.

28. The Prosecutor General concluded his investigation in January 2023, filing charges against 
five police officers for kidnapping, defined in the Ambrosian Criminal Code as “any seizure, 
transportation, or detention of a person, without legal justification or excuse, with the intent to 
deprive such person of his or her liberty.” The charges alleged that the officers rounded up 
the alleged victims and held them in an abandoned prison compound deep within the remote 
Blackwood Forest. The officers were tried and convicted, and they are currently serving prison 
sentences ranging between 10 and 15 years. The Prosecutor General concluded that there was 
insufficient evidence to support criminal charges against former Minister Cross.
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29. On 23 February 2023, Acting President Zavala was attending a multilateral summit in Geneva 
when Hurricane Luna unexpectedly struck Dovilina, an Ambrosian fishing village. It was the 
worst natural disaster in decades in the north of the Paine Peninsula. At least 520 people lost 
their lives, and many homes, two schools, and other buildings were destroyed. The next day, 
the National Assembly adopted a resolution calling for three days of national mourning. It also 
passed, and sent to the Acting President for her signature, a Reconstruction Bill authorizing a 
grant of approximately USD 60 million to the local government of Dovilina to rebuild the affected 
areas. Acting President Zavala’s office issued the following statement:

Her Excellency the Acting President is deeply saddened by the ill-fortune that 
has struck some of our citizens, and expresses her condolences to them and to 
their families. It is her intention to visit the affected region in the near future, and to 
discuss with the residents the best ways to plan for recovery. In the meantime, she 
will complete her current important international mission in Geneva as planned.

30. The reactions in the Ambrosian media and among the public were highly critical of the 
Acting President. The Arnhill Daily Advance, a leading newspaper, published a front-
page editorial entitled “Why Isn’t Our Acting President Acting?” It decried her response to 
Hurricane Luna as “inadequate in the extreme,” “tone-deaf,” and “lacking even the most 
basic elements of leadership, not to say human decency.”

31. On 3 March 2023, Ms. Zavala returned to Ambrosia and met with National Assembly leaders 
concerning the Reconstruction Bill. Afterward, she addressed the media and explained that 
she was withholding her signature to the Bill, blocking its enactment. She explained:

I share the Assembly’s sense of urgency about the situation in Dovilina. But 
the bill they have sent to me grants local authorities carte blanche to spend 
a tremendous sum of taxpayers’ money as they alone see fit. It would be 
irresponsible to approve such a measure without any accountability or oversight. 
I have accordingly instructed the parliamentary leadership that I will sign the 
Reconstruction Bill only if it is amended to provide appropriate control over the 
use of our citizens’ hard-earned money.

32. Two days later, Acting President Zavala departed for Doha to deliver a keynote speech at the 
Fifth UN Conference on the Least Developed Countries.

33. On 6 March, the OCDP Assembly adopted a resolution expressing solidarity with Ambrosia in 
light of the Dovilina catastrophe. In addition to pledging humanitarian aid, the resolution referred 
to the importance of fixed baselines for fishing-dependent areas. The Rovinian delegate 
abstained, which she explained was motivated by “the urgent need to address the suffering of 
Dovilina and the desire to continue the positive relations between Ambrosia and Rovinia.”

34. Over the next three days, protests erupted in Dovilina, where residents demanded swift 
government action to rebuild their community and revive the local economy. At the forefront 
of the protests was Ms. Rooney Piretis, a Member of the National Assembly representing 
the Dovilina District. Two of her sisters, and their four young children, were killed by 
Hurricane Luna. Ms. Piretis had previously been known as an advocate of the national 



21

2025 JESSUP PROBLEM CONTINUED

fishing industry, and was a leading voice promoting the 2015 Freezing Law. Her speeches 
denouncing Ms. Zavala’s failure to provide aid to Dovilina went viral on social media. In the 
Assembly and in her District, Ms. Piretis said:

The abandonment of our country and our people by someone occupying the 
highest office in the land is simply unacceptable. We will not be ruled by an absentee 
overlord. We overthrew that form of government nearly a century ago. Mary Zavala 
must stop her gallivanting and come home now, or she should stay away forever.

35. By 9 March 2023, there had been at least 12 major demonstrations in various cities across 
Ambrosia, with tens of thousands of people taking to the streets chanting slogans like “Our ship 
of state is sinking, and no one is at the helm!” Many of the protestors carried signs calling for a 
new government, to be headed by Rooney Piretis, until the return of President Derey.

36. Later that day, three members of the President’s 15-person cabinet – the Ministers of 
Defense, Transportation, and Education – presented a joint letter of resignation, which read, 
in relevant part:

It has been the greatest honor of our lives to serve our country as Ministers. Yet 
we cannot continue in our positions in the absence of a national executive who 
pays more than lip service to the well-being of our people. We reluctantly take 
our leave, and we invite our National Assembly urgently to address this situation 
before our homeland descends into full-blown chaos.

37. An emergency session of the National Assembly was called on 10 March. The legislature 
was unable to adopt a response to the deteriorating political situation. That evening, four 
more Ministers – of Foreign Affairs, Health, the Treasury, and the Environment – resigned, 
writing, “Ambrosia is in need of a new leader, since we currently have none.”

38. On 11 March, Ms. Piretis met in Arnhill with senior members of the National Assembly, the 
seven recently resigned ministers, and flag officers of the armed forces, seeking support 
for what she called an “interim government” for Ambrosia. Two days later, she declared the 
establishment of a Transitional Council, including five of the former ministers, three military 
officers, 10 parliamentarians, and herself as its head. Speaking to the nation in a televised 
address, Ms. Piretis said:

It is quite clear to everyone that this country cannot continue on the course that 
began when President Derey fell ill. The Transitional Council is here to ensure that our 
nation is governed peacefully and stably, while we reconstruct Dovilina, continue to 
implement ILSA, and revitalize our economy. As Head of the Council, I will exercise 
the executive functions that Mary Zavala has shamefully forsaken. From this moment 
forward, she will have no role in our country’s governance. The Council will ensure 
that I act properly and in the best interests of the citizens of Ambrosia, and that we 
are accessible and accountable to you all. As my first official act, I have signed into 
law the Reconstruction Bill that will bring immediate relief to the suffering people of 
Dovilina. And I also give you my solemn word that the Council and I will stand down 
the very moment that a healthy President Derey returns to Ambrosia.
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39. During her return flight from Doha on The Falcon, Acting President Zavala received an 
encrypted message from her chief of staff, Alex Voigt, which read, “Given the extremely 
volatile situation in Ambrosia, I recommend that you divert to Rovinia to meet with a team of 
advisors whom I have assembled to plan your next steps. We are awaiting you at the Hyatt 
Regency Permola Hotel.” Ms. Zavala landed at Permola International Airport on 13 March 
and met with her team that day and the next.

40. After the meetings on 14 March, Ms. Zavala addressed the media, declaring, “The 
constitutional government of Ambrosia remains fully functional, and I remain your 
Acting President.” She condemned the Transitional Council as “an illegitimate group of 
insurrectionists who have no status under our Constitution, [and who] have shown a blatant 
disregard for the rule of law.” She added, “My government will coordinate the necessary 
response to this unprecedented and illegal attempted coup. To avoid provoking additional 
disruption, however, I will travel to Caron and operate from there for the time being.” She 
also stated that she would soon begin a series of official visits to each of the OCDP Member 
States and other allies beyond the Paine Peninsula, to ensure that the region and the world 
were united against “the traitor Rooney Piretis and her cabal.”

41. When she returned to the airport later that day, Ms. Zavala was met by Rovinian police 
officers who informed her that The Falcon had been impounded. They displayed an 
official order prohibiting any movement of the airplane, pending further proceedings in a 
lawsuit before the court of first instance in Permola, captioned O’Mander Corp. v. Union of 
Ambrosia. Ms. Zavala proceeded to take a commercial flight to Caron.

42. The O’Mander Corp. case was filed in July 2016. The plaintiff, a Rovinian company, alleged 
that Ambrosia had breached a contract for the supply of 5G technology to be used by its 
Ministry of Telecommunications. Ambrosia’s motion to have the complaint dismissed on 
sovereign immunity grounds was denied, and the case was tried on the merits. In July 2017, 
the trial court found for the plaintiff and awarded damages in an amount equivalent to USD 
85 million. The judgment was affirmed on appeal.

43. Over the next five years, O’Mander Corp. repeatedly attempted to attach Ambrosian assets 
in Rovinia to satisfy the judgment. Until the impoundment of The Falcon, Ambrosia’s lawyers 
had successfully opposed the seizure of any government-owned property, on the grounds 
that it was immune from enforcement. Arguing ex parte that Ms. Zavala was no longer a 
government official, however, counsel for O’Mander Corp. claimed that the airplane was not 
entitled to immunity. The judge of the Permola court, Charlie Timbre, scheduled a hearing 
for 28 March 2023 to determine the legal status of The Falcon.

44. On 17 March, Ms. Piretis issued the following statement:

I have been informed of the impoundment of The Falcon by the Rovinian police. 
I am advised that the underlying lawsuit was without merit, and that Ambrosia 
should never have been found liable for breach of contract. Yet more importantly, 
the plane is a sovereign asset, and under international law, I, as head of state, 
have the right to demand its release. However, I believe that our country never 
needed the luxury of a vice-presidential aircraft while our people are underserved. 
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Prolonging this case would be a misuse of our resources. Having consulted the 
Transitional Council, I have signed a waiver of the plane’s immunity. I am confident 
that authorizing Rovinia to dispose of the aircraft will not only resolve a long-
standing legal dispute, but will also reduce the former Acting President’s ability to 
interfere further in our governance. I have engaged the law firm of Klein & Schaefer 
to represent Ambrosia in the O’Mander Corp. case, and have instructed them to 
communicate to the court our consent to the seizure and sale of The Falcon.

45. The next day, Ms. Zavala issued a statement of her own, which read in relevant part:

The Falcon remains a government airplane and as such is a sovereign asset of 
our nation. As the only lawful Acting President of Ambrosia, I have instructed our 
lawyers, the firm of Leo & Matta, to take every lawful measure to ensure that the 
immunity of the plane is respected. Rooney Piretis has no authority to dispose of 
property that belongs to our people.

46. Both legal teams claiming to represent Ambrosia, along with counsel for O’Mander Corp., 
appeared in court on 28 March. They reported to Judge Timbre the positions of their clients 
with respect to the aircraft. The transcript shows the Judge’s response:

Counsel, I have now heard from all three of you. It is clear that The Falcon, an 
aircraft owned and operated by the Ambrosian Air Force, is entitled to immunity. 
But two lawyers claim to be acting on behalf of Ambrosia, with one asserting 
that the immunity of the plane has been waived and the other saying it has not. 
You are presenting me with a dilemma that I, as a judicial officer, cannot resolve. 
Therefore, I will not rule on the current matter without taking advice from the 
Foreign Minister of Rovinia, whom I invite to express his opinion on the question: 
which of you has the authority to speak for Ambrosia? When I receive the 
Ministry’s reply, I will read it in open court and proceed accordingly.

47. The Transitional Council enjoyed substantial support among the general population of 
Ambrosia and key members of the executive and legislative branches, along with the 
police, the intelligence community, and the armed forces. Nevertheless, some opposition 
emerged, including among former government officials, legal scholars, and activists. 
They expressed concern about the lack of constitutional foundation for the Council 
and the potential for authoritarian rule, and insisted that the Vice-President, despite her 
shortcomings, remained the lawful chief executive.

48. Groups supporting Ms. Zavala held demonstrations which escalated into violent clashes 
with the police, resulting in injuries and arrests. Several speakers were detained for 
questioning, provoking widespread condemnation from human rights organizations. 
Nonetheless, the Transitional Council soon controlled all parts of Ambrosia. The Council 
ensured that all funds authorized by the Reconstruction Bill were disbursed, though by all 
accounts the situation in Dovilina remained dire.

49. By June 2023, 15 states had declared that they still recognized Ms. Zavala as Acting President 
of Ambrosia, while 25 had announced that they recognized the Transitional Council. None of 
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the other OCDP countries took a position. At the United Nations, the Ambrosian Permanent 
Representative, who had served in that role since 2015, remained seated as Ambrosia’s delegate 
at the General Assembly without objection from either Ms. Zavala or the Transitional Council.

50. On 12 June, HRI published an update to its 2022 report on ILSA, adding a chapter called “The 
One Who Got Away.” The addendum provided new evidence suggesting the direct involvement 
of former Minister Cross in “the abduction of Ambrosian nationals under the ILSA program.” 
It cited previously undisclosed statements from police officers, images, and audio recordings 
that implicated Ms. Cross in overseeing the abductions. The new material included copies of 
orders, personally signed by the Minister between June 2017 and December 2018, authorizing 
warrantless arrests, and logs documenting her multiple visits to the Blackwood detention 
compound. The report also contained interviews with witnesses who claimed that they had 
seen her at the facility. According to the report, the Prosecutor General of Ambrosia had access 
to some of this evidence when he closed the investigation in January 2023.

51. Immediately after the updated report was published, Ms. Zavala issued a written statement 
from Caron:

I am appalled by the new revelations from Human Rights International. The report 
indicating that Gertrude Cross, a former Minister of our government, directly authorized 
and supervised abductions under the ILSA program is deeply troubling. I take these 
accusations very seriously. In light of the new evidence, I call upon the Prosecutor General 
to reopen his criminal investigation. There must be no impunity. If anyone violated the law 
– especially a former Minister while in office – they will be held accountable.

52. Ms. Piretis, answering a question from a reporter during a press conference at the 
Presidential Palace on 12 June said:

The Transitional Council regards these accusations as significant. But do not forget 
that ILSA was an essential program for the stability of our country and the security 
of our region. ILSA accomplished a lot in our successful war against crime. We will 
follow the facts as they emerge; now is not the time to jump to conclusions.

53. On 14 July 2023, the Permola court reconvened, and Judge Timbre read the following 
excerpt from the Foreign Minister’s response:

The Ambrosian Transitional Council has demonstrated that it currently exercises 
effective control over the country’s territory and appears to be performing all essential 
governmental functions. While we acknowledge questions about the process by 
which the Council came into power, undeniable reality compels us to recognize the 
Council as the government of Ambrosia, as we work with its officials to advance our 
common interests. The Council also appears to have the support of the people, who 
have a right to choose their own political destiny. Given all of this, it is the opinion 
of this Ministry that the Court should consider the Council’s legal representative as 
speaking for the Union of Ambrosia.

54. The court then held that any immunity to which the airplane was entitled had been properly 
waived and ordered its seizure and sale. An auction took place on 25 August 2023. The 
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successful bidder was Badilla Airlines, and the sale price, equivalent to USD 55 million after 
deduction of court fees, was paid to O’Mander Corp. shortly thereafter.

55. On 6 September 2023, a spokesperson of President Prosper Derey announced that he 
had awakened from his coma and would be able to resume his executive functions after 
completing additional treatment. Following three months of rehabilitation and therapy and 
extensive meetings with his advisors, he returned to Ambrosia on 19 December. He was 
greeted by tens of thousands of Ambrosians who came to witness his descent from the 
aircraft. Ms. Piretis and the rest of the Transitional Council met him on the tarmac, which was 
bedecked with flags. Ms. Piretis said:

Mr. President, it is a great pleasure for me to stand beside you to mark this long-awaited 
occasion! We are thrilled to see you in good health, and your fellow citizens are so glad 
to have you back with us. The Transitional Council has dissolved itself, effective the 
moment you set foot on Ambrosian soil. You are our leader, and I am honored to have 
had the chance to serve our country while we awaited your return. Welcome home!

56. In his first press conference after his return, on 22 December, President Derey announced 
that he had received and accepted Ms. Zavala’s resignation as Vice-President. He did not 
immediately name a replacement. He also read a statement:

The assumption of power by the Transitional Council was unquestionably 
unconstitutional, but nothing is accomplished by rehashing the past. The fact is that 
peace was preserved, and our country survived what could have been a far more 
serious crisis. Now we must look forward and concentrate on accomplishing great 
things. Under our Constitution, I, as President, have full discretion to grant pardons 
to people accused or convicted of crimes. And to show my commitment to focus on 
the future, I have decided to grant full pardons to former Vice-President and Acting 
President Zavala, and to all of the members of the Transitional Council, clearing 
them of any liability for actions they took in the exercise of their official functions.

57. When asked about the ongoing investigation concerning Ms. Cross and the alleged 
abductions, he replied that he “knew nothing of the former Minister’s alleged involvement in 
wrongdoing.” He went on to add,

Our national legal system has all the tools we need to carry out an independent 
assessment of what happened, including allegations against the former Minister. 
That said, I remind everyone that, as my Minister, Ms. Cross was a loyal servant of 
the people, and our ILSA Program that she administered saved many lives. I do 
not want to confuse justice with retribution.

58. During his televised New Year’s Message, President Derey addressed relations with 
Rovinia. He pointed out that “contrary to Ambrosian and international law,” Rovinia was 
continuing to issue fishing licenses in “an area of the Triton Shoal within our exclusive 
economic zone.” He also criticized Rovinia’s recognition of the Transitional Council as 
“illegal,” and protested the judicial seizure and sale of The Falcon, which he said “was 
entitled to immunity.”
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59. The President of Rovinia, Natasha Slimm, in her own annual message to her people, took 
note of President Derey’s statements, but added, “I am quite confident in the correctness 
of our positions regarding the law of the sea, our relations with the Transitional Council, and 
our acceptance of the Council’s waiver of immunity for the aircraft.”

60. On 5 January 2024, a group of former Blackwood detainees posted a statement on X:

Is Derey really going to turn a blind eye? Cross was his Minister, so she gets a pass? 
ILSA was his program, so all is forgiven? Our trust in due process in this country is 
rapidly disappearing. Derey will ensure that Cross is never held accountable for her 
crimes. The fix is in. This is not the justice that we need and deserve.

But Cross is now hiding out in Rovinia, so she can be held accountable there. We 
call on not only Rovinia but the international community to help us get justice for 
the crimes committed against us and our families.

61. On 1 May 2024, the Office of Rovinia’s General Prosecutor filed a complaint against Ms. Cross 
for the crime of “enforced disappearance,” incorporated into the Rovinian Criminal Code in 
2007. The Code provides for the prosecution of persons found in Rovinia who are accused of, 
inter alia, “enforced disappearance,” defined as: “the deprivation of liberty by agents acting 
with official authority, followed by a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by 
concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the disappeared person, which place such a person 
outside the protection of the law,” wherever those acts may have occurred. The complaint cited 
some of the evidence set out in the updated HRI report of June 2023, purporting to show that 
Ms. Cross gave explicit instructions and approval for abductions, as well as her communications 
discussing implementation of her orders. One day later, the Permola Criminal Court found the 
complaint admissible and issued an arrest warrant. Ms. Cross was taken into custody at her in-
laws’ residence in Rovinia and remains in detention to this date.

62. On 3 May 2024, President Derey wrote to President Slimm demanding Ms. Cross’s 
immediate release:

Madam President, as a former Minister accused of committing a crime in her official 
capacity, Ms. Gertrude Cross is entitled to immunity from prosecution in courts 
outside of Ambrosia. Justice must be pursued here in our country, where the 
evidence and the alleged victims are located. Our officials continue to look into Ms. 
Cross’s possible involvement in criminal acts, but the investigation is not complete. 
In any prosecution, Ambrosian laws and procedures will protect the sensitivity 
and confidentiality of information that emerges during trial. There is no reason for 
Rovinia to be involved in this: your purported exercise of universal jurisdiction is 
unwarranted. It is an affront to the sovereignty of Ambrosia and an insult to our legal 
processes. I ask that Ms. Cross be returned to her homeland forthwith.



27

2025 JESSUP PROBLEM CONTINUED

63. President Slimm responded on 6 May:

Mr. President, we have given careful consideration to your request, and without 
intending to undermine the good relations between our governments, we 
respectfully decline to release Ms. Cross. We take this position for several reasons.

First, she stands accused of conduct that is criminal under the laws of our country, 
regardless of where it may have occurred, and her physical presence in Rovinia 
justifies our courts’ personal jurisdiction over her. Second, you have already 
demonstrated the breadth of your pardon power, which could well be used to 
shield your former minister from prosecution or punishment. And even were there 
to be a trial in Ambrosia, you have stated that the facts revealed in connection 
with it could be kept from the public eye. It is vital that someone accused of human 
rights violations of this magnitude be held publicly accountable. Finally, we do not 
accept that Ms. Cross, a former Minister of the Interior, is entitled to immunity of any 
kind, nor does international law suggest that she is.

64. At a press conference on 24 May 2024, President Derey said:

It appears to me that there are a number of unresolved matters that threaten 
to disturb our neighborly relations with Rovinia. I regret to acknowledge that 
controversies between us regarding Rovinia’s continued issuance of fishing 
licenses for areas that are within our EEZ, the illegal seizure and sale of our aircraft, 
and the shameful mistreatment of our former Minister jeopardize our historically 
cordial relationship. I expect that Rovinia will reassess its legal positions in due 
course, so that we can achieve an amicable resolution of these misunderstandings.

65. When asked the following week for a reaction, a spokesperson of the Rovinian Foreign 
Ministry replied:

Rovinia is fully aware of the allegations made by President Derey. We will soon 
communicate our official position. However, there will not be any surprises. We 
are pleased to see that the President appears to be in good health. But we will not 
renounce our rights to fish in the high seas, and we remain entitled to enforce our 
country’s laws and judicial decisions without interference from foreign powers.

66. On 11 July 2024, Ambrosia filed an Application with the Registry of the International Court of 
Justice instituting proceedings against Rovinia, invoking Article XXI of the OCDP Charter. 
A few hours later, President Derey explained that Ambrosia was asking the Court to 
resolve “disagreements between our countries with respect to Rovinia’s recognition of the 
Transitional Council, its seizure and sale of our vice-presidential aircraft, its prosecution of 
our former Minister, and its failure to respect our exclusive rights to resources in the Triton 
Shoal.” He added, “These are disagreements of law and fact, which, according to the OCDP 
Charter and common sense, should be addressed and decided by a court of law.”
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67. Four days later, the Rovinian government issued the following statement to the media:

The Rovinian government takes note of Ambrosia’s institution of proceedings 
against us at the International Court of Justice. We accept that the Court has 
jurisdiction with respect to the fishing licenses and the seizure and sale of the 
aircraft. These matters are admissible, and we will vigorously defend our position 
on the merits in due course.

However, the Court lacks jurisdiction over questions concerning the arrest and 
prosecution of Gertrude Cross. This dispute arises out of a situation that occurred 
prior to the entry into force of Article XXI of the OCDP Charter on 15 May 2021. 
Moreover, as it relates to criminal proceedings in Rovinia, it is excluded from the 
jurisdiction granted to the Court under the Charter.

68. Ambrosia and Rovinia have at all relevant times been members of the United Nations and 
parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice, the Vienna Convention on the 
Law of Treaties, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea, the United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their 
Property, and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance (ICPPED). Neither is a party to any other treaty of relevance to this case.

69. Ambrosia, as Applicant, respectfully requests the Court to adjudge and declare that:

(a) The Court has jurisdiction to entertain Ambrosia’s submission (b);

(b) Rovinia violated the international legal rules on jurisdiction and immunity by 
arresting and prosecuting Ms. Gertrude Cross;

(c) Rovinia’s issuance of licenses to fish in those parts of the Triton Shoal within 
200 nautical miles of Ambrosia’s fixed baseline violates international law and 
must cease, with existing licenses revoked; and

(d) Rovinia’s seizure and sale of Ambrosia’s aircraft pursuant to the Permola 
court’s decision on 14 July 2023 on the basis of the Transitional Council’s 
purported waiver of immunity violated international law.

70. Rovinia, as Respondent, respectfully requests the Court to adjudge and declare that:

(a) The Court lacks jurisdiction to entertain Ambrosia’s submission (b) because it is 
outside the scope of the compromissory clause of the OCDP Charter;

(b) Rovinia’s assertion of criminal jurisdiction over Ms. Cross, and her arrest and 
prosecution, are fully consistent with international law;

(c) Rovinia’s issuance of licenses to fish in the entirety of the Triton Shoal, which is 
located in the high seas, is in conformity with international law; and

(d) Rovinia’s judicial seizure and sale of “The Falcon” on the basis of the Transitional 
Council’s waiver of immunity were in accordance with international law.



29

2025 JESSUP CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS TO THE 
STATEMENT OF AGREED FACTS

The following corrections and clarifications to Statement of Agreed Facts have been stipulated 
to by the Parties, and the Statement of Agreed Facts jointly communicated to the Court on 30 
August 2024 should be considered amended accordingly. The Registrar of the Court reminds all 
participants of the following:

1. The wording of the Statement of Agreed Facts has been carefully chosen and is the  
result of extensive negotiation. The Parties decline to “clarify” matters about which  
they are unlikely to agree. The Parties will not stipulate as to which legal principles are  
relevant, or which arguments are acceptable or unacceptable.

2. Any request for correction or clarification not addressed in the following paragraphs  
has been considered by the Parties to be redundant, inappropriate, or immaterial, or  
the Parties were unable to reach a mutually acceptable answer.

3. Except to the extent that corrections and clarifications are set out below, participants  
are to assume that the Statement of Agreed Facts is accurate and complete in all  
respects. In particular, both Parties stipulate as to the authenticity of all documents and  
of the signatures on all documents referenced in the Statement.

4. With respect to the pronunciation of the various proper names used in the Statement  
of Agreed Facts, the Parties and the Court have agreed that they will not take formal  
or informal offense at any reasonable effort to pronounce proper names correctly.

(e) The Union of Ambrosia and the Republic of Rovinia are not parties or signatories to any 
relevant bilateral or multilateral treaties, conventions, or accords except as indicated in 
the Statement of Agreed Facts.

CORRECTIONS

6. In paragraph 10, “Article 1” is corrected to read “Article I”.

7. In paragraph 61, the phrase “wherever those acts may have occurred” is moved within the 
quotation marks forming the definition of the crime of “enforced disappearance” under 
Rovinian law.

8. In paragraph 63, the word “personal” is deleted from the statement of President Slimm.

9. In paragraph 67, the date “15 May 2021” is corrected to read “17 March 2021.”

10. In paragraph 68, the phrase “the United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of 
States and Their Property” is deleted, and a new sentence is added that reads: “Ambrosia 
and Rovinia have also been, at all relevant times, contracting states to the United Nations 
Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property (UNCJISP).”
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CLARIFICATIONS

1. The OCDP Charter was duly registered with the United Nations Secretariat in conformity 
with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

2. Following the adoption of domestic legislation in 1980 and 1982, respectively, Ambrosia 
and Rovinia measured the breadth of their maritime zones from normal baselines, asserting 
the exclusive right to fish up to 200 nautical miles from those lines. The two states have no 
overlapping maritime claims.

3. Upon its ratification of UNCLOS in 1999, Ambrosia deposited with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations large-scale nautical charts depicting its ambulatory baselines in 
effect at the time. Those were not updated until March 2016 when Ambrosia submitted new 
coordinates reflecting its Freezing Law. The Rovinian Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations objected to those coordinates shortly after they were tendered, calling them 
“a violation of the law of the sea and longstanding regional practice.”

4. At its first session in May 2016, the OCDP Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution 
declaring that “The OCDP is the appropriate regional organization to cooperate in the 
conservation and promotion of the optimum utilization of all tuna species in the Naegea 
Sea, in accordance with Article 64 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.”

5. Ambrosia and Rovinia are parties to a bilateral extradition treaty that entered into force 
in 2002, under which they undertook “to extradite to each other persons sought by 
the authorities in the Requesting State for investigation, trial, or punishment” for certain 
specified offenses. The crimes of which Ms. Cross is being investigated in Ambrosia are 
among such offenses. On 10 May 2024, the Ambrosian Prosecutor General submitted a 
request for Ms. Cross’s extradition in connection with his office’s investigation of her, which 
had been re-opened on 20 June 2023. As of the date of submission of the Statement of 
Agreed Facts, Rovinia had not responded to the request.

6. Upon Ms. Cross’s arrest on 2 May 2024, the Ambassador of Ambrosia in Rovinia notified 
the competent Rovinian authorities that she was an Ambrosian state official at the time 
of the alleged crimes and is therefore entitled to immunity in Rovinian courts. Ms. Cross’s 
attorneys asserted her immunity before the Permola Criminal Court, but the court rejected 
these arguments. The conditions and duration of her detention are consistent with all due 
process guarantees required under both Rovinian and international law.

7. Every person arrested under the ILSA program is solely of Ambrosian nationality. Their 
alleged crimes, and their detentions, all took place on Ambrosian soil.

8. Between 1 November 2019 and the date of its sale, “The Falcon” was intended for use and 
was in fact used exclusively for government non-commercial purposes.
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2025 NATIONAL & REGIONAL ADMINISTRATORS

Afghanistan
Ramin Mansoory

Argentina
Argentina National 

Jessup Committee

Armenia
Madlen Mahlamyan

Australia
Anthony Cassimatis & 

Andrew Ray

Azerbaijan 
Mehri Guliyeva

Bangladesh
K M Ashbarul Bari & 

Arifa Chowdhury

Belgium
Gabrielle Barnett

Brazil
Thais Neves

Bulgaria
Kostadin Obretenov 

Cambodia
Committee of Cambodian 

Jessup Coaches 

Canada
Maggie MacDonald

Central Asia Friendly
Salimjon Yusupov

Chile
Gustav Jacob

China
Lijiang Zhu

Chinese Taipei
Wendy Ho

Colombia
Camilo José Castro

Dominican Republic
José Luis Almánzar

Egypt
Nada Hesham

Ethiopia
Elias Nour

European Friendly
Roxanna Nazari

Finland
Roxanna Nazari

France
Damien Charlotin & 

Elise Roussel

Georgia
Ana Jabauri

Germany
Adrian Schildheuer

Ghana
Abena Achiaa Otuo

Greece
Christos Zois

Guatemala
Juan Pablo Hernandez Paez

Hong Kong China
Sakinah Sat

India
Bhavna Batra

Indonesia
Demi Narendra Soegandhi

Iran
Ali Masoudian

Iraq
Sherwan Fatah

Ireland
Inji Mammadli & 

Naphtali Ukamwa

Italy
Agnese Pizzolla

Jamaica
Marc Ramsay

Japan
Dr. Shotaro Hamamoto

Kazakhstan
Salimjon Yusupov

Kenya
Dominic Ndungu

Kuwait
Hanna Abdullah Alebrahim

Kyrgyzstan
Salimjon Yusupov

Latin America and the 
Caribbean Friendly
Claudia Caceres &  

Jessica Zouetr

Malaysia
Fatimawati binti Ismail

Mexico
María José Buerba

Nepal
Ojaswee Bhattarai

Netherlands
Pauline Melin

Nigeria 
Ofure Efeovbokhan & 

Prince Ulame
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LLM Degrees in 
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Animal Law
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Pakistan
Fazeel Hyder Chohan

Philippines
Enrique Dela Cruz

Poland
Joanna Polatynska

RJT
Evgeniya Neverova

Romania
ILSA

Saudi Arabia
Misbah Saboohi

Sierra Leone
Karina Gbakie

South Africa
Roxanna Nazari

South Korea
Hyeyoung Lee

Spain
Nour Yazbeck Moell

Tanzania
April Esther Ernest

Thailand
International Law Association 

of Thailand

Trinidad & Tobago
Jessica Zouetr

Tunisia
Meriem Agbrebi

Türkiye
Tibet Seheri & Selin Ulger 

Uganda
Brian Kiira

Ukraine
Anastasiia Kyiashko & 

Anna Particha 

United Arab Emirates
Ali Masoudian

United Kingdom
Andrew Holmes

United States – East
Jenny Englander

United States – West
Dagmar Butte 

Uzbekistan
Salimjon Yusupov

Vietnam
ILSA

Zambia
Rapheka Andre Malunga

Zimbabwe
Chiramba Nyasha
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2025 QUALIFYING ROUND SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

Afghanistan
White & Case

Australia
Cambridge University Press
DLA Piper
High Court of Australia
King & Wood Mallesons
Law School of the Australian 

National University
Oxford University Press
Supreme Court of the 

Australian Capital Territory

Azerbaijan
Bar Association of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan
BM Morrison Partners
State Oil Company of 

Azerbaijan Republic

Belgium
White & Case

Brazil
Cambraia Cambraia  

Vasques & Mourão 
Advogados Associados

Instituto de Desenvolvimento, 
Ensino e Pesquisa (IDP)

Napoleão & Tajra Advogados
Nayara Lima Advocacia
White & Case

Bulgaria
America for Bulgaria 

Foundation

Canada
White & Case

Central Asia Friendly
White & Case

Chile
Clyde & Co Chile

Colombia
Cuatrecasas 
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung
Posse Herrera Ruiz 
Refinería de Cartagena

China
White & Case

Egypt
Shalakany Law Office
White & Case

European Friendly
David Matern 
Ivana Azhievska 
Jane Hofbauer 
Johannes Tropper 
Martin Baumgartner 
Máté Csernus
Philipp Janig 
Phyllis Nazari 
Uría Menéndez 

Finland
White & Case

France
White & Case

Georgia
Georgian Bar Association
White & Case

Germany
Blomstein 
Cattwyk
Freshfields 
Gleiss Lutz 
Hengeler Mueller 
Herbert Smith Freehills 
Jones Day 
Luther 
Noerr 
Spangenberg 
SZA Schilling, Zutt & Anschütz 

Greece
Thessaloniki Bar Association 

Hong Kong China
White & Case

Iran
Stilaw Law Firm

Italy
Chiomenti 
Cleary Gottlieb Stern  

& Hamilton 
Freshfields 
GPD Lex 
RPLT – RP Legalitax

Jamaica 
Ramsay & Partners, 

Attorneys-at-Law

Japan
Anderson Mori & Tomotsune 
Ministry of Foreign  

Affairs of Japan 

In addition to the many lawyers, academics, law firms, law schools, and professional 
organizations that support the Jessup each year, the following organizations contributed to the 
2025 National, Regional, and Friendly Rounds.
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Mitsubishi UFJ Foundation
Momo-O, Matsuo & Namba 
Mori Hamada & Matsumoto 
Nagashima Ohno & 

Tsunematsu 
Nishimura & Asahi 
Oh-Ebashi Lpc & Partners 
TMI Associates 
Toshindo Publishing Co. Ltd 
Watson Farley & Williams 
White & Case 

Kazakhstan
American University  

of Central Asia 
Kinstellar 
White & Case

Kenya
Kituo Cha Sheria
Maosa Mosono &  

Company Advocates

Kyrgyzstan
American University  

of Central Asia
Kalikova & Associates
White & Case

Latin America and the 
Caribbean Friendly
White & Case

Mexico
Foley Hoag

Nigeria
ACE Foundation – Africa 
African Law Students 

Association (ALSA) 

 Bigsnizzle Entertainment 
(Entertainment Law Dept) 

Humanserve Organization  
– EDUSERVE 

 LCT Tire Company – Nigeria 
(Auto Liability Dept) 

Mobile Attorneys – Nigeria 
Omegayksi Health  

Services Ltd  
Rehab Foundation

Poland
Wojewódzki Sąd 

Administracyjny w Łodzi
White & Case

RJT
Asari Legal
International and Comparative 

Law Research Center
MGIMO University
Moscow Journal of 

International Law
Pericles Law Center

Saudi Arabia
White & Case 

South Africa
Kern, Armstrong & Associates 
University of the  

Western Cape

Spain
Cuatrecasas

Tanzania
Novus Law & Advisory Group

Thailand
Chao Phya Abhai  

Raja Foundation

Türkiye
White & Case

Uganda
Sorki InitiativeILCT Co. Ltd
SCL Nishimura &  

Asahi Limited

United Arab Emirates
Stilaw Law Firm
White & Case 

United Kingdom
COMBAR
Lincoln’s Inn
Oxford University Press
White & Case

United States East
U.S. Army Judge  

Advocate General
U.S. Marines Judge  

Advocate General

United States West
U.S. Army Judge  

Advocate General

Uzbekistan
American University 

 of Central Asia 
Kosta Legal 
KY & Partners 
White & Case
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2025 JESSUP TEAMS

Teams advancing to the White & Case International Rounds are indicated in bold. 
Teams indicated with an asterisk (*) are participating as Exhibition Teams.

AFGHANISTAN
ALPA
MIEED

ANGOLA
Agostinho Neto University

ARGENTINA
Universidad de Buenos Aires 
Universidad de San Andrés
Universidad Nacional de Córdoba
Universidad Torcuato di Tella

ARMENIA
French University in Armenia Foundation
Russian-Armenian (Slavonic) University
Yerevan State University

AUSTRALIA
Australian National University
Griffith University 
Macquarie University 
Monash University 
Murdoch University
University of Adelaide 
University of Melbourne
University of New South Wales
University of Queensland 
University of Sydney
University of Western Australia
University of Wollongong

AUSTRIA
Universität Wien

AZERBAIJAN
ADA University
Baku State University
Nakhchivan State University

BANGLADESH
American International 

University-Bangladesh 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman Maritime University
Bangladesh Army International University 

of Science and Technology 
Bangladesh University of Business 

and Technology (BUBT)
Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP) 
BGC Trust University
BRAC University
Britannia University
Canadian University of Bangladesh 
Chittagong Independent University
Comilla University
Cox’s Bazar International University
Daffodil International University
Dhaka International University
East West University
Eastern University
Feni University
Green University of Bangladesh
Independent University, Bangladesh 
Jahangirnagar University
Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University 
London College of Legal Studies (South) 
Noakhali Science and Technology University
North South University
Northern University Bangladesh
Notre Dame University Bangladesh
Port City International University
Premier University, Chittagong
Presidency University
Prime University
R.P. Shaha University
Sonargaon University 
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Southeast University
Southern University Bangladesh
Stamford University Bangladesh
State University of Bangladesh 
University of Asia Pacific 
University of Barishal
University of Chittagong 
University of Dhaka 
University of Information 

Technology and Sciences
University of Rajshahi
Uttara University
Varendra University, Rajshahi

BELGIUM
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven 
Université catholique de Louvain
Université Libre de Bruxelles 
Universiteit Antwerpen 
Universiteit Gent
Vrije Universiteit Brussel

BHUTAN
JSW School of Law

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA
University of Sarajevo

BOTSWANA
University of Botswana

BRAZIL
Centro Universitario de Brasilia – CEUB 
Centro Universitário do Estado 

Pará – CESUPA
Faculdade Baiana de Direito e Gestão 
Instituto Brasileiro de Ensino, 

Desenvolvimento e Pesquisa 
Pontificia Universidade Católica de São Paulo
Universidade de São Paulo
Universidade Federal da Bahia
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais

Universidade Federal de Uberlândia
Universidade Federal do Pará
Universidade Presbiteriana Mackenzie
Universidade Salvador – UNIFACS

BULGARIA
Burgas Free University 
New Bulgarian University*
Sofia University St Kliment Ohridski
University of National and World Economy
University of Plovdiv

CAMBODIA
American University of Phnom Penh
National University of Management
Royal University of Law and Economics

CANADA
Dalhousie University  
McGill University 
Thompson Rivers University
Toronto Metropolitan University
University of Alberta
University of British Columbia
University of Calgary
University of Manitoba 
University of New Brunswick
University of Ottawa Faculty of 

Law – Common Law Section 
University of Saskatchewan 
University of Toronto 
University of Victoria
University of Western Ontario
University of Windsor
York University Osgoode Hall

CHILE
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile
Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez
Universidad de Chile
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CHINA
Anhui University
Beijing Foreign Studies University 
Beijing Institute of Technology
Beijing Jiaotong University
Beijing Normal University 
Central South University
Central University of Finance and Economics
China Foreign Affairs University
China University of Political Science and Law
China-EU School of Law
Chongqing University
Dalian Maritime University
East China Normal University
East China University of Political 

Science and Law
Fudan University
Fuzhou University
Gansu University of Political Science and Law
Guangdong University of Finance
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
Hainan University
Henan University
Jilin University 
Lanzhou University 
Nanjing University of Finance and Economics
Nankai University 
Ningbo University
NingboTech University
North China University of 

Science and Technology
Ocean University of China
Peking University
Peking University School of 

Transnational Law
Renmin University of China
Shandong University
Shandong University at Weihai

Shandong University of Science 
and Technology

Shanghai International Studies University
Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Shanghai Maritime University
Shanghai University
Shanghai University of International 

Business and Economics
Shanghai University of Political 

Science and Law
Shantou University 
Shenzhen University 
Sichuan Normal University
South China Normal University
South China University of Technology
Southeast University
Southwest Jiaotong University
Southwest University of Political 

Science and Law
Southwestern University of 

Finance and Economics
Sun Yat-sen University 
Tianjin Foreign Studies University 
Tianjin University
Tongji University 
Tsinghua University
University of International 

Business and Economics
University of International Relations 
Wuhan University 
Xiamen University
Yantai University
Zhejiang Gongshang University 
Zhejiang University
Zhejiang University City College
Zhejiang University of Technology
Zhongnan University of Economics and Law

CHINESE TAIPEI
Fu Jen Catholic University
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National Chengchi University
National Taipei University 
National Taiwan University
Soochow University

COLOMBIA
Pontificia Universidad Javeriana
Universidad de La Sabana 
Universidad de los Andes 
Universidad del Norte 
Universidad del Rosario
Universidad EAFIT
Universidad Externado del Colombia
Universidad Nacional de 

Colombia – Sede Bogotá

CONGO (DR)
Université de Lubumbashi

CZECH REPUBLIC
Charles University

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y 

Maestra, Campus Santo Domingo
Universidad Iberoamericana 

(UNIBE), Facultad de Derecho

ECUADOR
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador

EGYPT
Ain Shams University – English Section
Al-Azhar University
Assiut University
Beni-Suef University
British University in Egypt 
German University in Cairo
Institut de Droit des Affaires 

Internationales (IDAI)
University of Sadat City – English Department

ETHIOPIA
Addis Ababa University 
Bahir Dar University
Haramaya University
Hawassa University*

FINLAND
University of Helsinki
University of Lapland

FRANCE
Sciences Po – Paris
Sciences Po – Reims
Sciences Po, Campus Europe 

– Asie au Havre
Université Catholique de Lille
Université de Picardie Jules Verne 

GEORGIA
Free University of Tbilisi
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

GERMANY
Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg
Bucerius Law School
Christian-Albrechts Universität zu Kiel 
Freie Universität Berlin
Friedrich Schiller Universität 
Friedrich-Alexander Universität 

Erlangen-Nürnberg
Georg-August Universität
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz 

Universität Hannover
Hertie School of Governance
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München
Ruhr-Universität Bochum
Universität Augsburg
Universität Hamburg 
Universität Heidelberg 
Universität Leipzig
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Universität Münster
Universität Passau

GHANA
Ghana Institute of Management and 

Public Administration (GIMPA)
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 

Technology (KNUST), Faculty of Law
Mountcrest University College 
University of Cape Coast
University of Ghana
University of Professional Studies
Wisconsin International University 

College, Ghana

GREECE
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
National and Kapodistrian 

University of Athens

GUATEMALA
Universidad del Istmo

GUYANA
University of Guyana

HONG KONG CHINA
City University of Hong Kong 
University of Hong Kong

HUNGARY
Eötvös Loránd University
Károli Gáspar University of the 

Reformed Church in Hungary

ICELAND
Reykjavik University

INDIA
Alliance University
Army Institute of Law
Bennett University
Chennai Dr. Ambedkar Government 

Law College, Pudupakkam
Christ University
Cochin University of Science and Technology
Damodaram Sanjivayya National 

Law University
Dharmashastra National Law University
GLS Law College
G.D. Goenka University
Government Law College, Mumbai 
Government Law College, Vellore
Gujarat National Law University
Hidayatullah National Law University
ILS Law College
Institute of Law, Nirma University 
Jindal Global Law School
Kalinga Institute of Industrial 

Technology (KIIT)
Kerala Law Academy
Kirit P. Mehta School of Law
Law Center NO II ARSD College
Lloyd Law College
Maharashtra National Law 

University, Mumbai
Maharashtra National Law University, Nagpur
National Academy for Legal Studies and 

Research, Hyderabad (NALSAR)
National Law Institute University, Bhopal 
National Law School of India University 
National Law University and 

Judicial Academy, Assam
National Law University, Delhi
National Law University, Jodhpur
National University of Advanced 

Legal Studies
National University of Study 

and Research in Law
Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law
Sathyabama Institute of Science and 

Technology School of Law
Saveetha School of Law
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Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad 
Symbiosis Law School, Pune
Tamil Nadu National Law University
The Tamil Nadu Dr. Ambedkar Law 

University – School of Excellence in Law
University of Petroleum and Energy Studies
Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies
West Bengal National University 

of Juridical Sciences

INDONESIA
Airlangga University
Andalas University
Atma Jaya University
Bhayangkara University
Brawijaya University
Gadjah Mada University
Hasanuddin University
President University
Tarumanagara University
Udayana University
Universitas Bengkulu
Universitas Diponegoro
Universitas Indonesia
Universitas Jember
Universitas Katolik Parahyangan
Universitas Kristen Indonesia (UKI) Jakarta
Universitas Lampung
Universitas Pelita Harapan
Universitas Prasetiya Mulya 
Universitas Sebelas Maret 
Universitas Syiah Kuala
University of Atma Jaya Yogyakarta 
University of Padjadjaran
University of Surabaya

IRAN
Allameh Tabatabaei University
Kharazmi University
University of Tehran

IRAQ
Al-Anbar University
American University of Iraq – Baghdad
Cihan University-Erbil
Koya University
Tishk International University
University of Baghdad
University of Duhok College 

of Law and Politics
University of Mosul
University of Mustansiriyah
University of Sulaimani

IRELAND
IPLS Queen’s University Belfast
Law Society of Ireland
Maynooth University
University of Galway

ISRAEL
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

ITALY
Sapienza University of Rome
Università Commerciale ‘Luigi Bocconi’
Università degli Studi della 

Campania ‘Luigi Vanvitelli’
Università degli Studi di Bologna*
Universitá degli Studi di Cagliari
Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca
Università degli Studi di Napoli ’Federico II’ 
Università degli Studi Roma Tre
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
Università degli Studi di Milano Statale

JAMAICA
Norman Manley Law School
University of the West Indies, Mona

JAPAN
Doshisha University 
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Hokkaido University 
Kyoto University
Nagoya University
Osaka University
Rikkyo University 
Ritsumeikan Daigaku
Sophia University 
Tohoku University 
University of Tokyo 
Waseda University

KAZAKHSTAN
Almaty Management University
Caspian University
KIMEP University*
MNU University
Narxoz University
SDU University

KENYA
Africa Nazarene University Law School 
Egerton University
Kabarak University
Kenyatta University School of Law (KUSOL)
Strathmore University Law School
University of Nairobi

KUWAIT
Kuwait International Law School
Kuwait University

KYRGYZSTAN
Ala-Too International University 
American University in Central Asia 
International University of Central Asia
Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University*

LATVIA
University of Latvia

LESOTHO
National University of Lesotho

LUXEMBOURG
Université de Luxembourg

MACAU
Macau University of Science and Technology

MALAYSIA
Ahmad Ibrahim Kulliyyah of Laws, 

International Islamic University
Brickfields Asia College 
Crescendo International College 

– University of London
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
Universiti Teknologi MARA
Universiti Utara Malaysia 
University of Malaya

MALDIVES
The Maldives National University

MEXICO
Centro de Investigación y 

Docencia Económicas, A.C.
Escuela Libre de Derecho 
Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo 

de México (ITAM)
Instituto Tecnologico y de Estudios 

Superiores de Monterrey, Campus Santa Fe
Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León
Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán
Universidad Iberoamericana
Universidad Nacional Autónoma 

de México (UNAM)
Universidad Panamericana 

Campus Aguascalientes
Universidad Panamericana 

Campus Guadalajara
Universidad Panamericana 

Campus Mexico City
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MOLDOVA
Free International University of Moldova

MONGOLIA
National University of Mongolia

NEPAL
Bright Vision Law College
Far Western University
Gandaki University
Kailali Multiple Campus 
Kathmandu School of Law 
Kathmandu University School of Law
Lumbini Buddhist University
Mid West University School of Law
Nepal Law Campus
Tribhuvan University – Prithvi 

Narayan Campus 
Tribhuvan University, National Law College
Tulsipur Metro College

NETHERLANDS
Erasmus University Rotterdam
Maastricht University 
Universiteit Leiden 
Universiteit van Amsterdam 
University College Roosevelt

NEW ZEALAND
Auckland University
University of Otago

NIGERIA
Achievers University, Owo. Ondo State 
Obafemi Awolowo University 
University of Benin
University of Calabar
University of Ibadan
University of Jos
University of Lagos

NORTH MACEDONIA
Facultas Iuridica Iustinianus Primus, 

Ss. Cyril and Methodius University

NORWAY
University of Oslo

PAKISTAN
Bahria University Islamabad Campus
Blackstone School of Law
Denning Law School
Denning Law Academy, Hyderabad
Fatima Jinnah Women University
Foundation College of Law, Tando-Jam
Frontier Law College Peshawar
Government Jinnah Law College 
Hamdard School of Law
Indus College of Law
Institute of Law, University of Sindh
International Islamic University, Islamabad
Islamia University of Bahawalpur
Kahuta Law College
Lahore University of Management Sciences
Lords College International
Pakistan College of Law
Quaid-i-Azam University
Quaid-e-Azam Law College Lahore
Shah Abdul Latif University
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Institute of 

Science and Technology (SZABIST)
Shan-e-Aasi College of Law Tando-Adam
Sindh Mehran Institute of Law
Superior College of Law
The Institute of Legal Studies, Lahore
The Millennium University College, Islamabad 
University College Lahore
University Gillani Law College 

BZ University Multan
University of Central Punjab
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University of Karachi
University of Sindh Jamshoro
Ziauddin University

PANAMA
Universidad Católica Santa 

María La Antigua

PERU
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú

PHILIPPINES
Aklan Catholic College
Arellano University School of Law
Ateneo de Davao University
Ateneo de Manila University 
Ateneo de Zamboanga University
Aurora State College of Technology
Bukidnon State University
Cagayan State University – Carig Campus
De La Salle University Tañada-

Diokno School of Law
Emilio Aguinaldo College – Cavite
Far Eastern University – Institute of Law
Jose Rizal Memorial State University
Mindanao State University
San Beda College Alabang School of Law
San Beda College of Law
San Sebastian College Recoletos – Manila 
Silliman University
Tarlac State University
University of Batangas
University of Cebu-Banilad 
University of Makati
University of San Agustin
University of San Carlos 
University of San Jose – Recoletos
University of Santo Tomas
University of St. La Salle
University of the Philippines

West Visayas State University

POLAND
Jagiellonian University in Krakow
University of Gdańsk 
University of Silesia
University of Warsaw

PORTUGAL
Universidade de Lisboa 

PUERTO RICO
Universidad de Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras 

QATAR
Georgetown University in Qatar

ROMANIA
Babes-Bolyai University
University of Bucharest

SÃO TOMÉ AND PRÍNCIPE
Universidade de São Tomé e Príncipe

SAUDI ARABIA
Dar Al Hekma University
Prince Mohammad Bin Fahd University
Prince Sultan University

SERBIA
University of Belgrade

SIERRA LEONE
Fourah Bay College
IMAT College
University of Makeni

SINGAPORE
National University of Singapore
Singapore Management 

University School of Law

SLOVAKIA
Trnava University
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SLOVENIA
University of Ljubljana

SOUTH AFRICA
University of Pretoria 
University of the Witwatersrand
University of the Western Cape

SOUTH KOREA
Handong Global University
Seoul National University

SPAIN
ESADE – Universidad Ramon Llull 
IE University
Institut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals
Universidad Autonoma de Madrid*
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid 
Universidad de Deusto 
Universidad de Salamanca
Universidad de Lleida
Universitat Pompeu Fabra

TAJIKISTAN
Russian-Tajik (Slavonic) University

TANZANIA
St. Augustine University of Tanzania

THAILAND
Chulalongkorn University
Thammasat University

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
University of the West Indies, St. Augustine

TUNISIA
Faculty of Law and Politics of Sousse
Faculty of Law of Sfax
School of Legal, Political and 

Social Sciences of Tunis
University of Tunis El Manar*

TÜRKIYE
Galatasaray University 
Istanbul Bilgi Üniversitesi
Istanbul University 
Koc University
MEF University
Özyeğin University

UGANDA
Cavendish University
Islamic University in Uganda 

Kampala Campus
Kampala International University
King Ceasor University
Makerere University*
Nkumba University Law School
Uganda Christian University

UKRAINE
Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute
Ivan Franko National Law University of Lviv
Kyiv School of Economics*
National University of Kyiv-

Mohyla Academy
Yaroslav Mudriy National Law University
Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
Middlesex University Dubai
University of Sharjah

UNITED KINGDOM
Aberystwyth University
Brunel University
City University
Edge Hill University
Honourable Society of the Inner Temple
King’s College London
London School of Economics 
Manchester Metropolitan University
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Northumbria University
Oxford Brookes University
Queen Mary University of London
Queen’s University Belfast
The Honourable Society of Gray’s Inn
University College London
University of Bristol
University of Durham
University of Edinburgh
University of Glasgow 
University of Law
University of Liverpool 
University of London
University of Northampton
University of Oxford
University of Sheffield

UNITED STATES
American University Washington 

College of Law
Arizona State University
Boston College 
Boston University 
Brigham Young University
Brooklyn Law School
California Western School of Law 
Case Western Reserve University 
Chicago-Kent College of Law 
Columbia University
Cooley Law School
Cornell University 
Creighton University 
Duke University
Duquesne University
Emory University
Florida International University
Florida State University 
Fordham University
George Mason University 

George Washington University 
Georgetown University 
Harvard University
Howard University
Indiana University-Bloomington
Lewis & Clark Law School
Louisiana State University 
Loyola University – Chicago
Marquette University
Mitchell Hamline School of Law 
New York Law School
New York University
Northern Illinois University
Ohio Northern University
Ohio State University
Oklahoma City University
Pace University
Regent University
Rutgers University – Camden
Rutgers University – Newark
Seton Hall University 
St. Johnʼs University
St. Louis University 
St. Maryʼs University 
Stetson University 
Suffolk University 
Temple University
Tulane University
UC Law San Francisco
University at Buffalo
University of Akron
University of Alabama
University of Arkansas – Little Rock 
University of Baltimore
University of California – Berkeley 
University of California – Davis
University of California – Irvine
University of Chicago
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University of Colorado
University of Connecticut
University of Denver 
University of Georgia
University of Hawaii 
University of Iowa
University of Kansas 
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts 

School of Law – Dartmouth
University of Michigan 
University of Mississippi
University of Missouri-Kansas City
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
University of Notre Dame 
University of Oklahoma 
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Richmond 
University of St. Thomas 
University of Texas
University of Utah 
University of Virginia 
University of Washington 
University of Wyoming 
Washington and Lee University 
Washington University in St. Louis
Wayne State University
Western New England University
William & Mary Law School 
Yale University
Yeshiva University, Cardozo Law School

UZBEKISTAN
Academy of General Prosecutor’s Office
Tashkent State University of Law
University of World Economy and 

Diplomacy, International Law Faculty
Westminster International 

University in Tashkent

VENEZUELA
Universidad Católica Andrés Bello

VIETNAM
Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam
Hanoi Law University
Ho Chi Minh City University of 

Economics and Finance

ZAMBIA
Cavendish University Zambia
Mulungushi University
National Institute of Public Administration
The University of Zambia 

ZIMBABWE
Midlands State University
University of Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe Ezekiel Guti University

Astrakhan State University
HSE University
Kutafin Moscow State Law University 
Mari State University 
MGIMO University
Moscow State University named 

after M.V. Lomonosov
Moscow University for Industry 

and Finance (Synergy)
National Research University “Higher 

School of Economics” – Saint-Petersburg
Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia
Russian Academy of Justice, 

Privolzhsky Branch
Saint Petersburg State University
Tomsk State University
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ILSA would like to thank the many Friends of the Jessup, the members of the Board of 
Directors, judges, bailiffs, volunteers, and sponsors around the world for their limitless support 
of the Jessup Competition. The Jessup would not be possible without their efforts.

Our thanks are also owed to ILSA’s Global Partner White & Case. More than just a sponsor, 
White & Case provides volunteers and technological assistance for the Competition and has 
undertaken a number of projects aimed at improving the Jessup experience for everyone 
involved. We would like to specially recognize Elizabeth Black, who leads all of the Firm’s Jessup 
activities around the world, and Heather K. McDevitt, the Firm’s Chair. 

ILSA is grateful for the support of HeinOnline, Jus Mundi, LexisNexis, and Oxford University Press 
for providing our student competitors with invaluable access to their legal research databases.

A final word of thanks goes to our Friendly and Qualifying Round Administrators for their tireless 
work and dedication on behalf of the Jessup Competition.

VERY SPECIAL THANKS
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